
Guide to Activism
in the northern part of Cyprus

This guide aims to help us understand the
general aspects of the criminal law system in the

northern part of Cyprus during the investigation phase,
and the powers and duties of the police in peaceful

assemblies and protests in particular.



Guide to Activism in the northern part of Cyprus
With the "freedom of thought, speech and expression", the Constitution

regulates that everyone has the freedom of thought and the right to express
and disseminate their ideas individually or collectively, without censorship,
through speech, writing,  pictures. It also enumerates the grounds on which

the right may be legally restricted.

On the other hand, the right to assembly and demonstration also
regulates that citizens can take peaceful actions without obtaining priorregulates that citizens can take peaceful actions without obtaining prior
permission from any authority . Even though the police tried to prevent
meetings and demonstrations involving foreigners from time to time,

there was generally no intervention to halt the activity.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Against the exercise of the aforementioned rights, the police may intervene with the
allegation that the legal limits have been exceeded or that any crime has been committed
at that time. Before moving on to the powers granted to them by the legislation, it is
necessary to mention the police organization in the northern part of Cyprus. Police
officers operate in uniform and non-uniform (civilian). The organization itself is divided
into main branches as administrative, judicial, political, maritime - airport - ports, special
operations , narcotic - anti-smuggling prevention police. Police officers from the politicaloperations , narcotic - anti-smuggling prevention police. Police officers from the political
branch often attend events such as public meetings of non-governmental organizations,
political parties, unions, associations, and press releases in non-uniform. If there is a

demonstration route and traffic management is needed traffic police in yellow-phosphorescent
green-black uniformed traffic police joins. From time to time, administrative police in
light blue shirts or dark blue sweaters and trousers, narcotics branch police in civilian
clothes, or special operations teams in military camouflage may also take part.
Judicial branches come into play in the process carried out after the crimeJudicial branches come into play in the process carried out after the crime

has been committed.

General role of the political branch is to collect and evaluate information in order to learn
and prevent crime in the internal and external security of the country. Most of the time,
political branch police asking you questions and seeking information will be in civilian
clothes. If there is a reasonable suspicion that you are holding an illegal assembly or
demonstration or that you have committed any of the other crimes in the penal code ,
they may ask you to go to the police station and testify, at which point the judicial branch

police, who are often without uniforms, will step in.police, who are often without uniforms, will step in.
Rules regarding rights, freedoms and their limitations under certain conditions can be
abstract and difficult to understand for non-jurists. For easier understanding, general

principles will be explained with concrete subtitles. Generally information will be covered
under two headings: constitutional rights and the powers and duties of the police.



A - Constitutional Rights:

B - Powers and Duties of the Police:



KNOW YOUR RIGHTS


